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	Page 1: Landscapes of the future in California, and particularly in our Central Valley, may look quite different than today’s, in which lawn surrounded by foundation planting, a few trees and annual flowers are still the standard model. 

Look around at any new housing division and you can see that mainstream landscaping has not changed dramatically since the advent of mass subdivisions after World War II.  Some of this is from traditions brought from Midwest and East Coast gardens, but a large part is due to industry requirements: plants need to be available in large quantities, and they need to thrive with little (or even the wrong) maintenance.  This model also largely determines what is available to the home gardener through “box” stores and even most independent nurseries.  This list of plants (what the industry calls the “12 Favorite”) includes many plants that do fine as long as they receive an enormous amount of water through our long dry summers.  Think hybrid tea roses, coast redwood trees, many groundcovers and, of course, most lawns. 

But this model is being challenged by our increasing concern about future water quantity and quality.  As we make choices of how we use a dwindling resource, more and more property owners—large and small—are searching for new options.  Two of the largest obstacles to change have been 1) finding additional plant species proven hardy in our region and 2) availability of plants in reliable quantities. 

The UC Davis Arboretum has been working to develop a list of plants that are specifically chosen for the Central Valley.  This list, called the “Arboretum All-Stars,” has been developed over many years using the Arboretum and other research sites to test and trial plant species.  The official “roll out” of the program is planned for spring 2009, but the plant species list and other information is available now at http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu.  In addition to creating the list, the program plans to encourage wholesale nurseries to grow these plants in large enough quantity to supply an interested public, and to educate the public to look and ask for these species.

All of the 100 plants on the list had to meet the following criteria:  they must be attractive most of the year, thrive in Central Valley conditions, and have been tested at the UC Davis Arboretum.  Many of them are also drought tolerant, require little maintenance and can reduce use of pesticides by being relatively pest-free and by attracting beneficial wildlife that feed on pests before they become a problem.  About 15 of the species are California native plants. 
	Page 2: How can this list influence landscapes?  In some cases, the change will be subtle, substituting water-thirsty shrubs and groundcovers for water-saving plants.  But even perusing the All-Star list demonstrates how species-substitutions itself may change the overall look of a landscape.  Substitute coast redwoods for Western redbud or Formosa flame tree, for instance, and you can see how the entire garden is changed.  Switching from a garden with high irrigation needs to one that thrives with little added water may mean fewer and fewer lawns are installed, or lawns may have a different meaning as drought-tolerant native grasses such as the All-Star Blue Grama Grass replace hybrid fescue. 

Among the species that are available now at many independent nurseries are: Santa Barbara daisy (Erigeron karvinskianus), Christmas Cheer poker plant (Kniphofia ‘Christmas Cheer’), Hybrid catmint (Nepeta x faassennii), dwarf oregano (Origanum vulgare ‘Betty Rollins’), Argentine rain lily (Zephyranthes candida), Dwarf germander (Teucrium chamaedrys ‘Nanum’), Spanish Lavender (Lavendula stoechas ‘Otto Quast’), Texas Ranger (Leucophyllum frutescens), Autumn sage (Salvia greggii), Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia hybrids and cultivars), Hybrid tea olive (Osmanthus x fortunei) and Valley Oak (Quercus lobata). 

As with all of the plants on the All-Star list, botanical names are important, as variation among cultivars may be significant.  The Arboretum’s website includes a down-loadable brochure you can take to the nursery in order to ensure you purchase the correct plant.  There are, for example, at least five sage species that go by the name of “Autumn Sage”; without knowing that you want “Salvia greggii” you may end up with a sage that requires shade and abundant water instead of full sun and little irrigation!

Part of the marketing for the All-Star program will include special “All-Star” plant markers, hopefully making it easier for the general public to purchase the correct plant, as well providing information on water and light requirements. 
Both Karrie Reid and I will be talking about plants and designs for Central Valley Gardens this Saturday at the Flowers, Trees, Gardens GALORE:  A “Landscape Seminar” EXTRAVAGANZA hosted by the Master Gardeners at the Visalia Convention Center.  Pre-registration is strongly encouraged.  Call 685-3303 for more information.
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