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	Page 1: It’s back!  The UC Master Gardeners of Tulare & Kings Counties present the much anticipated “Landscape Seminar Extravaganza:  “Flowers, Trees and Gardens Galore.”  It will be held from 8 am to 4 pm on Saturday, February 28 at the Visalia Convention Center located at 303 E. Acequia, Visalia.  Seating is limited, so register early to guarantee a seat.  Pre-registration deadline is February 24.  What’s in this year’s line-up that attracts beginning to experienced gardeners to attend?

An EXTRAVAGANZA of enlightening speakers.  Bestselling author Amy Stewart will start the day by sharing her stories about how science, natural history and a community of plant lovers have shaped her experience of gardening.  As Ms. Stewart says, “Gardening is about so much more than what you do in your backyard on the weekend—it’s about creating habitat, creating community, and making the world a better place.”  Later in the day, Amy will talk about the life in your soil:  it’s more than earthworms.  At the end of the day, we will hear from Linda Toomey, the NW Regional Sales Manager from Proven Winners.  Proven Winners is credited with starting the craze for container gardening and has developed scores of new plants for the home garden, including Bacopa, Nemesia, Angelonia and Verbena.  Linda will talk about colorful plants for every landscape and tell us about some new and exciting introductions for 2009.  Both of these speakers are very exciting, energizing and definitely worth more than the price of admission.

An EXTRAVAGANZA of experts.  Local experts include Fernando Fernandez, COS horticulture instructor, who will tell us how to grow incredible, edible vegetables.  Elinor Teague, a garden writer and Master Gardener will share her list of roses that are the best for growing in the Central Valley.  UCCE Irrigation Specialist Larry Schwankl has some tricks and tips for watering your landscape to make every drip count.  Mary Lou Flint from UC Davis will discuss insects and how to control pests without fewer or no pesticides.  If anybody can get you excited about Integrated Pest Management, it’s Mary Lou.  Are you interested in how ornamental plants have invaded our natural areas?  Attend the workshop given by Joanna Clines, a botanist from Sierra National Forest.

An EXTRAVAGANZA of ideas.  UCCE Advisor Michelle Le Strange will help you decide whether to plant lawn or ground cover and tell you about some exciting new plant materials hitting the market.  Peyton Ellas’s presentation on Gardening Central Valley style will offer ideas about how to design “green” and have flowers, too.  Dan Veyna, local landscape architect, will update us on the future of Mooney Grove, which is over 100 years old.  Seth Brown will share his secrets to easy gardening, and he’s got more than a few tips on equipment, supplies, and products to enhance your yard.
	Page 2: An EXTRAVAGANZA of trees.  Growing fruit is natural in the valley, but do you know how to keep your fruit trees short and loaded in fruit?  Attend Pam Geisel’s workshop to find out.  Are you looking for a great tree that fits your space and will flourish in the valley?  John Pape from “Art of Gardening” will tell you what to plant and which trees to avoid.  Brian Kempf will give you valuable tips on those landscape trees from planting to pruning. 

An EXTRAVAGANZA of gardens.  Karrie Reid tests her plants at the UC Davis Arboretum and in gardens throughout California.  Her list of All Star Plants showcases the native plants which are suitable for Central Valley landscapes.  Pam Geisel, Statewide Director of the Master Garden Program will share techniques for pruning shrubs and hedges.  Glenn Finkbiner from Monrovia Growers will be on hand to entice you with interesting plant combinations that work in the landscape.  Manuel and Olga Jimenez will treat you to a tour of Bravo Lake Botanical Garden, California’s first agricultural botanical garden.  Master Gardener Cathy Iseman will tell you how to get a school garden started and keep it going.  UCCE Advisor Manuel Jimenez will give advice about how to get ready for that backyard event using annual flowers.  If kids can do it, so can you!

An EXTRAVAGANZA of exhibitors and organizations.  We have over 20 exhibitors, organizations and vendors from our local area that are available to help meet your gardening needs, to answer your gardening questions and display their wares.  Purchase plants, books or garden art from them during the lunch period or as you move from room to room.  Amy Stewart and John Pape will be signing their incredibly informative books.  Scott Seargeant, certified arborist and landscape specialist, authored a book on selecting plants for “Allergy Free Living” that’s extremely useful for our area.  The Master Gardeners will also be selling useful gardening books from the University of California.  One recent release is The Home Orchard written by Pam Geisel and several other colleagues, Pests of Landscape Trees and Shrubs is a must have for all avid gardeners.  So bring your checkbooks and enhance your garden libraries.  

Registration is $12 in advance; $25 at the door, if there is room available.  egister at http://cetulare.ucdavis.edu and click on Master Gardener then Landscape Extravaganza or call (559) 685-3303 for a registration packet.  The deadline for pre-registration is February 24.  What we don’t have is an extravaganza of space, so register today! And remember, first registered, first enrolled!
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